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SCUSD Superintendent Celebrates Black History with
African Ancestry Parents

Dr. Gary Waddell, the new Superintendent of the Santa Clara Unified
School District, welcomed African Ancestry parents to dinner on
February 6th. The event was sponsored by the District in conjunction
with the Santa Clara County Alliance of Black Educators. The Alliance
has been working with the district for three years to increase parent
engagement and support African Ancestry students.

The dinner brought together District leadership and parents to create a
community, sharing their perspectives. Dr Waddell, who was named
Superintendent a few days before the event, presented his vision for the
district and highlighted equity as a real priority. He shared that equity is
at the core of who he is as an educator and as a person.
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Parents and educators also had an opportunity to collaborate in small
group sessions focusing on elementary, middle and high school
experiences. District leaders were able to hear first-hand what parents
appreciated about their children’s education and what they believed
would improve African Ancestry student success. The high point of the
evening was a presentation by students from Mission Early College High
HISTORY WITH o " . .
AFRICAN ANCESTRY S(fho.ol of the civil rlgl-.lts anthem “Ella’s anng" led by the ;?rlnt':lpal of
PARENTS Mission Early College High. The soul-food dinner was also a highlight, as
was a solo performance of "Lift Ev'ry Voice and Sing" by a SCHS student.
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Approxi y 300 in Santa Clara County public schools
attended a performance featuring Donald E. Lacy, Jr. a prominent Bay
Area activist/comedian. He founded the LovelLife Foundation in 1997 as
PARENT/FAMILY a tribute to his slain 16-year-old daughter, a victim of random urban
CIRCLE MEETING gun violence. He had a score to settle with the boys who mistakenly
took his ’s life, and inst the poverty, hopelessness,
misguided anger and other forces that devour young lives.
On March 3, 2023 he illuminated and uplifted the middle and high
school students invited to the Mexican Heritage Plaza. The solo
performance about color consciousness and racism was sponsored by MARCH IS WOMEN'S
the Santa Clara County Alliance of Black Educators in partnership
' with Tabia African American Theatre Ensemble and The Black HISTORY MONTH 3
ool (e G Celebrate the hlstfa;ryn;'l:;:hewomen inyour
Women in STEM
The program format i a student di that followed the https://people.com/human-interest/two-
J O I N performance and lunch. The di i to chemist: i inderserved-kids-for-
i the ideas pr in the performance and provided an jobs-in-stem/
opportunity to share their perspectives and experiences. Those
sessions have usually been the most i ful d\ are
U S able to express their perspectives and hear the opinions of their peers.
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The March Parent/Family Circle Meeting

The Parent Circle discussion is on March 16, 2023,
:00-7:00 pm. The discussion will be on the intersection
of hygiene, haircare, self-esteem and the effects on
academic achievement. Parents will share issues they
ave encountered, if any. Parents will also share
situations experienced by their children.

a community, we can build confidence
in our children,

The Jennifer Hudson Show on 1/15/23 included a guest,
Jermaine Horton, a photographer.

He created “The Art of Confidence Project.” He shared his
portraits of three AA students. One of a male who was four

_ , years old, photographed because he was told he could not

%" come to school because his hair was long and only girls were
to wear long hair. His grandmother went to jail because of
the situation. Mr. Horton did not share details. Another
elementary school student had red streaks in her hair and
was denied participation in picture day because of the
different colors. He took her photo and it went viral. A third
student was bullied daily because of her long curly hair. Her

picture had half her hair straight and half curly.

r. Horton commented often school rules are used to keep
our children in a certain place. Rules are interpreted
differently for AA children. For example, other children had

different colored straight hair and took pictures, but
expectations of one hair color for the AA child denied her the
opportunity to take a picture with her classmates. He
mentioned California's Crown Act (SB 188), effective January
1, 2020.

It bans discrimination based on one’'s natural hair in the
workplace and K-12 public schools. The US House of
Representatives passed Crown Act (HR. 2116) on March 18,

2022. It bans race -based hair discrimination in employment,
www.sccAaszc.g:mesMssnsmP federally assisted programs, housing programs, and public
accommodations.

Hygiene, which includes hair care or lack thereof,
currently impacts academic achievement for some

academic performances, classroom participation,

attendance, adjustment, social interaction and self-
esteem. YouTube has several videos on this topi
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