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WISDOM:
“WISDOM MEANS HAVING THE DISCIPLINE TO

CULTURAL
CONNECTION

PRIORITIZE AND THE ABILITY TO WORK TOWARDS
A GOAL” - UNKNOWN

BLACK HISTORY MONTH FESTERIEIES
Pan-Africanist civil rights activist: W. E. DuBois THE COMMUNITY
SENDS BEST WISHES
Born in Massachusetts in 1868, and died In Ghana in TO THE SCUSD
1963. "W. E. B. DuBois, In the book, "Souls of Black STUDENTS SELECTED
Folks", pinpointed the dilemma of African Ancestry TO RECEIVE
people throughout the world when he wrote: “It is a ENCOURAGING NOTES,
peculiar sensation, this double consciousness, this FROM SCCABE, THIS
sense of always looking at one’s self through the eyes SCHOOL YEAR.
of others, of measuring one’s soul by the tape of a
world that looks on in amused contempt and pity. One
ever feels his twoness - an Americc:.m, a bl.cu.:k: two CALLEJON,
sauls., tw.o thau?hts, two unreconciled strivings; two SANTA CLARA HIGH,
warring ideals in one dark body, whose dogged MISSION EARLY
strength alone keeps it from being torn asunder.” COLLEGE,

NEW VALLEY,
BUCHSER MIDDLE,
CABRILLO,
HUERTA,
PETERSON,
WILCOX, MCDONALD
AND WILSON.

SELECTED STUDENTS
ATTEND:

sccABE
WWW.SCCABE.ORG/MEMBERSHIP.
AND/OR
NABSE_WWW.NABSE.ORG

A Valuable Resource:

The African American Community Service Agency (AACSA),
founded in 1978, is one of the only African American Cultural
centers in the Silicon Valley. The mission: providing quality
educational, cultural, social and recreational programs,
services and activities in order to perpetuate and strengthen
AA identity, culture, values, traditions, knowledge and family
life is at the heart of all programs. AACSA’s membership is
open to everyone regardless of race, religion, age or
disability. The Agency’s diverse activities and services offer
a natural gateway to AA life.
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REMINDER:
PARTICIPATION IN

SCHOOL Dr. Gary Waddell, Superintendent, and HIS staff invite your family to
ACTIVITIES share a catered soul-food dinner celebrating Black History Month,_

Guess who is invited to dinner?

CONTRIBUTES TO

THE ACADEMIC ng children of African decent. This event Scheduled to support AA academic

ACHIEVEMENT OF achievement and an AA community's request. The district’s goal is to foster
inclusive, safe, and welcoming environments for all students. You will receive an
O UR C HILDRE N . invite from the district to save the date, February 6th, and RSVP. Do not miss this!

“NOTHING WILL - . . : e
wo parents volunteered to carry your concerns, approvals, applauds to
GET BETTER IF administration via an AA ligison, or established committees addressing
YOU _]UST LET IT school climate, culture, equity and social justice. You may contact Dee
at moosieh@yahoo.com and Mila at miromero3000@gmail.com. Also
contact and communicate with other AA parents at

https://www.facebook.com/groups/scusdaa

Have you signed up to receive news, updates, and event invitations from
the district? You can complete a simple form to join the SCUSD
community groups in Parent Square. Parentsquare.com

There are a minimum of five avenues for your communications.
Your voice is important for your family and SCUSD.

'\':%/%

CULTURAL CONNECTIONS

EBONICS, also known as, African American Vernacular English AKA Black English
Vernacular, spoken by a large proportion of African Americans. Language is the
vehicle through which culture is transmitted .Ebonics is the "mother tongue"” of the
Black American community. Most AA learned to code switch in order to succeed. The
January Parent Circle will discuss Ebonics and racism's influence. Two guests will lead
the discussion sharing how It is different from American Standard English, spoken with
positive values and perpetuated during the impulse stage of language. If we were from
an Ebonics speaking community, we had to learn Standard English in school. We
became bilingual. Racism exists in the "ridicule“ and methods of negataive
"corrections' of Ebonics. It is frequently referred to as slang or "bad English.”

Prior to the Civil War, restrictions were placed on the speech of enslaved people. They were punished
and consider “uppity” if they spoke like a “white man.” Therefore, slaves were compelled to create a
semi-clandestine vernacular. There are rules for Ebonics just as any other language. Rules govern
phonology, syntax, pragmatics, and morphology. Here are a few features of Ebonics:

1. Double preposition: “I’m gonna go on to school.”

2.Subject-verb fusion: “He the one”, “You a story”,

3.Subject pronoun pleonasm: “Mary, she go in da evenin.”

4.Double pronoun reflexive: “I’'m gonna get me one of them.”

5.Multiple negation: “I don’t got none.”

6.Zero copula: “He good.” (except when the phrase is a noun phase; “Little man is 15".)
7.Past tense, articulation: When a word ends in two consonants and the last is a stop - you eliminate or
reduce it: card = car, test = tes, desk = des, loved = lov,

8.Suffix elimination: “named = nam”

9.Rules regarding verbs and phonemes such as /r/, I/th/wh/ which produces all right = ah igh, and
important = inporan, wreath = wreaf

10. There are also rules governing the conjugation of verbs. So, have you heard, criticized or used any of
the following called sub-standard English?

Sho, preciate, tamarow, naw, gurl, doin’, yah, wit, bout, sumtin, mo, y”all, wit, bou

Did you learn to "code-switch” without judgement or ridicule? Have you taught your children to code
switch? Awareness enables recognition and consciousness (our perceptions awaken to our environment).
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