





MEMBERSHIP ROSTER

Adriene Metoyer-Leonard
Alicia Padilla
Amelia Hill
Annie Handy
Anthony Alexander
Anthony Butler
Antoinette Battiste
Barbara Boone
Brenda Goldstein
Brenda Smith-Ray
Carolyn Johnson
Cheryl Rivera
Chiara Williams
Chris Mosley
Christopher Davis
Clezel Sewell
Crystal Calhoun
Cyd Mathias
Deanna Sainten
Debbie Oliver
Debra Watkins
Diallo Sims
Diana Myers
Dorethia Myers
Elizabeth Wells

OFFICERS
2022 - 2023

Leon Beauchman
Carolyn Johnson

Antoinette Battiste

Josephine Miles

2022 - 2023

Eric Andrew
Felton Owens
Folake Phillips

Geraldine Joyce
Harriet Arnold
Hedwig Rucker

Hellen Sims

James Staten
Jan Adkins
John Hilton

Josephine Miles
Joyce L. Davis

Karen Ranson

Katerina Pogosov
Lakeisha Blackshire
LaTanya Hilton
Leesa Rivere
Leon Beauchman
LornaJones
Maimona Afzal Berta
Malaika Young
Mary Noel

Milan Balinton
Mitzi Hayes
Monica Lun

Natarshia Mosley
Raven Gilberts
Red Carpet DC
Rhonda Beasley

Rufus White
Sean Anglon
Sean Dickerson
Shana McDavis-Conway
Sharla Jones
Sharon Jackson
Sharon Moore
Sherinda Bryant
Steve Pinkston
Symone Key
Tanisha Fitzgerald
Tasha Dean
Taunya Jaco
Tauvia Harrigan
Tomara Hall
Traci Williams
Vernol Battiste
Veronica Talton
Will Ector




THERE'S HOPE IN THE ¢HILDREN

Just look all around us
Our problems multiply
In our jails, on street corners
And we don't even ask why
If we neglect our children
How will their dreams ever grow?
Without the warmth of springtime
Summer’s joy theyll never know

Are we too busy for caring?

To cultivate an innocent soul
Addicted to our distractions
While winter turns hearts cold
Mother nature protects the seeds
That lay buried beneath the snow
Waiting for a season to change
Only then will they ever grow

Love is always giving
There’s no beginning or end
Sacrifice is the essence
Our egos we must transcend
Let’s resurrect the spirit
And a sense of community
It's the soil that sustains us
The source of our humanity

There’s hope in the children
If we nurture the seed
There's hope in the children
Love is what they need
Why should the children suffer
And whither in despair?
Let them feel the sunshine
Let them know that we care

Leon Beauchman
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CONGRATULATIONS
CLASS OF 2023!

The Santa Clara County Alliance of Black Educators celebrates
your accomplishments and this important milestone.

We wish you much success as you embark upon the next
phase of your educational journey!

*

“Everybody is a hero in their own story.”

Chadwick Boseman



ADULT AWARD RECIPIENTS

The Laverne Owens Community Service Award

LaVerne Owens was a community activist. She was a graduate of Langston University. She was a teacher and
administrator in the Alum Rock School District for fifteen years. This award is for a person who has made

a significant impact in the city, region, state, or nation; has been recognized as a leader; has advanced the
education of African American children and youth; has made significant contributions to civic, community, or
social programs which enhanced the quality of life of children, youth, and adults.

Jimmie Brown - Clinical Supervisor
Bernal, Davis, and Herman Middle Schools, Oak Grove School District

Jimmie Brown has been with the Oak Grove School District for over 20 years. He has provided incredible direct
service to students by building relationships, having real conversations with students, and changing lives.
Currently, Jimmie has been a clinical supervisor for four year and this year has built his program with ten therapist
interns who provide support across the district. He is teaching and growing therapists how to do “the work”.
Previously, Jimmie saw 30-35 students per year by himself. Jimmie and his interns serve and provide high level
therapeutic support to about 300 students across the district. As a clinical supervisor, Jimmie brings depth,
experience, and authenticity to his work.

Mateo Enna - Teacher
Stipe Elementary School, Oak Grove School District

Mr. Enna was an active participant in the African Ancestry Research Study Project in Santa Clara County which
was sponsored by the County Office of Education, First 5, the Black Leadership Kitchen Cabinet, and Unity Care.
He was co-chair of the project’s Equity Domain. Parent Engagement was one of the “Calls to Action” identified

as essential for the community to address. Mateo created classes in the Oak Grove School District to educate
parents, teachers, and community members on how to implement antiracist practices in the home, school, and
communities. His contributions empowered adults to positively impact the lives of students. He created learning
opportunities for our African Ancestry students with a passionate commitment to create a more equitable society.

Submitted by: Del Roble Elementary School Staff
Supplemented by: Brenda Ray

Renya Hill - School Counselor
Willow Glen Middle School, San Jose Unified School District

Ms. Hill has been a great asset to Willow Glen Middle School. In addition to encouraging teachers to nominate
eligible students for Santa Clara County Alliance of Black Educators (SCCABE) awards, she organized a field trip for
black students for Black History Month. She has run a College and Career club for all interested students for many
years. As club advisor she invites in speakers and organizes field trips to college campuses and other places of
work. She also is a great mentor to new teachers.

Submitted by: Melinda Hoppe



Veronica Talton - Music/Arts Teacher
Alum Rock Union Elementary School District

Ms. Talton is an advocate and a leader who has made a significant impact in the lives of students and their families. At
her school site, Ms. Talton runs a Black History club to create a safe space for African-American students and minorities
interested in Black culture. She has advocated for increased hiring of African-American educators and for retention
efforts. She also led efforts to establish the Black Lives Matter at School resolution. Ms. Talton constantly works towards
fostering an inclusive environment for all students. Ms. Talton holds several leadership roles in the school district
including the Alum Rock Educators Association executive board, equity committee member and chair, California Teachers
Association Human Rights committee member, and South Bay Labor Council delegate to name a few. During challenging
times when faced with discrimination, racism, and hate targeting African-American students and educators, Ms. Talton
took the initiative to strategically lead a call to action to address the harm. She spoke publicly at great personal risk to
support African-American children, youth, and educators. Ms. Talton extends her teaching beyond the classroom. She
has sought grants to take students to performances, hosted guest speakers, and advocated for social justice issues in the
community. Ms. Talton was recently featured in a California Teachers Association article for her efforts.

Submitted by: Maimona Afzal Berta

ADULT AWARD RECIPIENTS
The Hank Hutchins Award

Henry (Hank) Hutchins was a tireless advocate for education. He was a graduate of Albany State College (B.A.), New York
University (M.A.), and Oklahoma University (Ed.D.). He was Superintendent of the Mt. Pleasant School District. This award
recipient is a member of the Santa Clara County Alliance of Black Educators who has made contributions to organizations
that enhanced the quality of life for African American children, youth, or adults; developed programs that enhanced the
education of African American children, or made other significant accomplishments that positively affected the education
of students of African descent; has held leadership positions that provided for education excellence, and has participated
and/or held offices in professional organizations.

Tomara Hall - Special Education Teacher
Dartmouth Middle School, Union School District

Ms. Hall runs book clubs at school and in the community for books promoting culture/awareness. She explores books like
“Chains” in her classroom while providing an inclusive safe space. She has had African-American engineers come to speak
to her students on campus. She has worked with equity leader Ken Shelton both in the classroom and in the community.
She works with our mental health therapists to help build restorative circles for shared students. She shares resources
related to African-American culture with her colleagues.

Submitted by: Glen Nesbitt

Miss Hall has been a great teacher here at Dartmouth Middle school for several years. She is a community activist and
champions students with special needs and disabilities. She has brought equity to our campus and has a continuous
desire to help students with a kindness club. Last year we had an equity coach come and help seventh and eighth
graders. I've worked with Miss Hall and | am so proud to have her as a member of my school. Dartmouth is lucky to have
her. She's patient and very good with students that have special needs particularly in math this year. She is teaming with
a regular seventh grade math class and helping support students and her patience is appreciated by those kids.

Submitted by Sara Sink
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF NOMINATORS

2022 - 2023

Dafna Adler
Maria Aguiniga
Sabah Ali
Laura Allen
Courtney Alvarez
Ethel Anumba
Joyce Armstrong
Christopher Atkins
Tonya Bailey
Amy Battisti
Evelyn Beas
Amy Bencomo
Nicole Bliss
Victoria Blockhus
Victoria Borges
Jennifer Brackett
Cindy Brown
Leonetine Brown
Andrea Bueno
Jennifer Buonomo
Tawiah Burroughs
Arija Buswell
Crystal Calhoun
Mark Camilleri
Louisa Capp
Ruby Carino
Thomas Carroll
Jeannette Carson
Darlene Cefalu
Kassandra Cochran
Cynthia Cooper
Elizabeth Cord
Nichelle Crenshaw
Tanya De La Cruz
Michelle DeCaro
Heidi Deveau

Sheila Diaz
Marena Doxie
Rick Drewrey
Alfred Duncan
Aaron Eckels

Jessica Edwards
Elizabeth Elish
Deanna Elzey

Jerome Facione

Areli Flores

Kristi Frankina
Ginger Gaeta
Amy Gannon
Kristie Geist
Raven Gilberts

Kip Glazer

Brenda Goldstein

Jim Grassi

Tomara Hall
James Hamilton
Tauvia Harrigan
Melinda Hoppe

Holly Hulewat
Jose Jacinto

Kevin Jacks

Paul Jacquard

Kyle Jantzi

Parwinder Johal
Krystal Jones

SueKim

Mari King

Kaylin Knight

Jenny Le

Meghan Levers

Jennifer Ludwig
Farah Manganello

Geetha Manjunath
Carol Mar
Kyle Markwalter
Ashley Martin
J.R. McGovert
Gloria McGriff
Casey McMurray
Laressa Mead
Richard Mendoza
Valerie Miller
Joyce Miller
Magdalena Moore
Phil Morales
Chris Mosley
Ashlee Narvaiz
Victoria Neil
Tri Nguyen
Jennifer Ortiz
Oscar Ortiz Hernandez
Annette Othon
Tamera Parks
Tina Paulson
Raj Pawar
Jonathan Payne
Lea Peery
Mary Penix
Cecilia Perkins
Cynthia Pilgrim
Justin Ponzio
Mitch Posey
Vee Prasad
Michelle Quilantang
Kristina Ravo
Dawn Recchio
Zuly Reyes
Gabriela Rios

Cheryl V Rivera
Cora Ross
Yen Saldana
Kyle Sanchez
Eugene Santillan
Laura Schwarz
Karisa Scott
Lily Scott-Birch
Kevin Slavin
Viola Smith
Maria Solorio
Shannon Soza
Marlene Spector
Dan Spencer
Beth Stamper
James Staten
Carl Stice
Aimie Subaba
Perri Sweet
Veronica Talton
Blesilda Tenorio
Arron Thomas
Ayodele Thomas
Dupe Thomas
Michael Tomlin
Scott Trent
Lovedeep Uppal
Jennifer Vermillion
John Villegas
Greg Walker
Sheila Walters
Brian Walton
Herm Wilson
Albert Wright
Monique Young

“The question is not whether we can
afford to invest in every child; it is
whether we can afford not to. ”

Marian Wright Edelman
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ENCOURAGERS WE CELEBRATE YO
2022 - 2023

The Encouragers listed below volunteered to participate in Mission Empowerment, a project of the
Santa Clara County Alliance of Black Educators (SCCABE). They kindled fires to encourage African
Ancestry students in the Santa Clara Unified School District and Build Our Own Kids Academy. The
encouraging educators were members of the San Jose Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta, Inc.,
Alpha Kappa Alpha, Eta Rho Omega Chapter, and SCCABE. Anonymous students received monthly
notes from the thirty-one anonymous educators listed below:

Ania Ray Carolyn Johnson
Jan Adkins Patrice Dickerson-McNeal
Ann Mask Cheryl Rivera
Juliette Hasting Peggy Kim Wheeler
Ann Turner Cyd Mathias

Karen Ranson
Ashley McQueen
Leon Beauchman

Barbara Boone

Lynett Shig

Beverly James

Mary Montgomery
Brenda Ray
Mary Noel
Bridget Mayberry

Monya Johnson

Rufus White

Ernestine Reeves-Hicks

Sean Dickerson
Evelyn Guess
Steve Pinkston
Geraldine Forte
Tina Colbert
Hellen Sims
Traci Williams
Vernette Drake

Virginia Roberts

We salute Santa Clara Unified School District administrators who supervised distribution of the
encouragement notes to students: Lissette Moore-Guerra, Coordinator of Health and Wellness; and
Brenda Carrillo, Ed.D., Director of Student Services.



WE PAY TRIBUTE TO PARENTS OF THE
AFRICAN DIASPORA AND MIGRATION

We have observed that individuals raising children of African Ancestry in Silicon Valley are required
to exhibit “upright” character, a heart of forgiveness, and constant vigilance. Therefore, we
celebrate all parents of the African Diaspora and migration who participate frequently in their
children’s school activities and events! You (parents) in partnership with educators are building the
builders of tomorrow. PARENT ENGAGEMENT IS ESSENTIAL!!

This year we highlight two parents who frequently participated in their local school, but also
frequently participated in district-wide activities. They consistently communicated to the district
leadership the needs of our students based upon input from parents and exhibited concern for

all students of African Ancestry heritage. Their participation revealed the need for parents to

participate in school and district committees.

Their children attend the same school, which motivated their strong advocacy. They joined two
district-wide committees: the School Climate and Culture Committee, and the Equity and Social
Justice Committee. They have advocated boldly and courageously for the African Ancestry parents
and students in the Santa Clara Unified School District. The administration listened, realizing
the value of the parents’ input, and honored requests made for the safety and emotional well-
being of our students. The parents were faithful to the monthly African Ancestry Parent Circle
Meetings. They provided input from parents regarding fostering an inclusive, safe, and welcoming
environment for our students and parents. Their interaction promoted inclusion, respect, and
access for all in the district. They have been intentional regarding provision of support when there
were unaddressed issues raised by parents.

During Black History Month, their school had not planned recognition or acknowledgement, so one
parent created, organized, and implemented weekly assemblies during the month for all students
to experience different aspects of Black history and culture. Both women are parent to multiple

children. Their engagement has provided a path for African Ancestry parents in Santa Clara to
be heard. We hope their example inspires you to become more involved next school year. Your
knowledge and creativity are needed. We are stronger together!

We have chosen these EXCEPTIONAL parents to salute this year:

NYASHA (DEE) UMOH
MILA ROMERA

Voice of our ancestors:  “Actions speak louder than words.” (English/Twi)
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THANK YOU

Sponsors, Donors & Community Partners!

Santa Clara County Office of Education
Santa Clara University
Office of California State Senator Dave Cortese, 15th Senate District
San Jose Mayor Matt Mahan
San Jose Chapter of Links, Incorporated
African American Community Services Agency (AACSA)
A Black Education Network (ABEN)

Black Leadership Kitchen Cabinet
SJMAG/Tabia African American Theatre Ensemble
Educational Pathways with Antoinette Battiste
Jalal Beauchman - Web Designer
Sean Young Studios, LLC - Graphic Design, Commemorative Program Booklet
Antoinette Battiste - Program Manager, Commemorative Program Booklet
Alum Rock Union School District
Campbell Union High School District
East Side Union High School District
Milpitas Unified School District
Santa Clara Unified School District
Oak Grove School District
San Jose Unified School District
San Jose State University
Tony Alexander
Leon Beauchman
Barbara Boone
Sheila Diaz
Will Ector
Gerry Joyce
Chris Mosley
Felton Owens
Alicia Padilla
Brenda Smith-Ray
Rufus White
Traci Williams
Walter Wilson
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A TRIBUTE TO OUR ANCE§TORSS

IN REMEMBRANCE

It's a tradition among African Ancestry and Indigenous people to pay tribute to their Ancestors. When we gather in
celebration, we should take a moment and call forth the spirit of those who struggled and sacrificed in order for
us to live better lives. They gave us examples to follow as we prepare the next generations for the challenges they
will certainly encounter. Let the memory of our Ancestors give us the strength and courage to do what we must
do.

Harry Belafonte
March 1, 1927- April 25, 2023

Harry Belafonte was a civil rights and entertainment giant who began as a groundbreaking actor and singer and
became an activist, humanitarian and conscience of the world. He died April 25, 2023
and was 96 years old.

Belafonte stands as the model and the epitome of the celebrity activist. Few

kept up with his time and commitment and none his stature as a meeting point
among Hollywood, Washington and the Civil Rights Movement. Belafonte not only
participated in protest marches and benefit concerts, but helped organize and raise
support for them. He worked closely with his friend and generational peer the Rev.
Martin Luther King Jr., often intervening on his behalf with both politicians and fellow
entertainers and helping him financially. He risked his life and livelihood and set high
standards for younger Black celebrities.

Bill Russell
February 13, 1934-july 31, 2022

Bill Russell was a civil rights icon, becoming the first Black head coach of any North
American professional sports team and challenging segregation and discrimination
over decades of activism that led him to receive the Presidential Medal of Freedom
from then-President Barack Obama in 2010. He died at the age of 88.

Russell stood for something much bigger than sports: the values of equality, respect

and inclusion that he stamped into the DNA of the NBA. At the height of his athletic

career, Bill advocated vigorously for civil rights and social justice, a legacy he passed down to generations of NBA
players who followed in his footsteps. Through the taunts, threats and unthinkable adversity, Bill rose above it all
and remained true to his belief that everyone deserves to be treated with dignity.



A TRIBUTE TO OUR ANCE§TORS:

IN REMEMBRANCE

Deborah Raymond

Deborah Raymond was a fierce advocate for Black students, a gifted mathematician
and devoted Black Student Union adviser for decades in the East Side Union High
School District (ESUHSD). A loyal supporter of the Santa Clara County Alliance of
Black Educators (SCCABE) from its inception, Deborah personified the self-less,
humble, kind and thoughtful educator that every student should have. Her students
loved her and her fellow colleagues deeply respected this quiet warrior.

Deborah was a native of the Bay Area, graduating from Berkeley High School and
San Jose State University, earning a degree in mathematics. Her love of math led
her to seek a teaching credential in that discipline, in order to share her knowledge of mathematics with her
students for thirty plus years.

Beyond the classroom, she was a community activist...always seeking solutions to problems facing our youth
and their families in, particular. She was a life-long member of NAACP, and “enjoyed” attending their National
Conventions. She further instilled in her students the need to work collectively by being a loyal Black Student
Union advisor.

Deborah Raymond was an educator extraordinaire: teaching both in the classroom and in life.

Dr. Sandra Mack

Dr. Sandra Mack was an educator, community activist, mentor and friend to
many in Santa Clara County. She served as a member, secretary, and president
of the Santa Clara County Alliance of Black Educators. Her energy and heart were
dedicated to shaping youth into productive citizens. She was a classroom teacher
and later an administrator in the East Side Union High School District.

She was a founding member of the San Jose Chapter of the Links where she
utilized her skills as an educator and community reformer. She was a member of
Delta Sigma Theta, the 100 Black Women and an officer in the National Council of
Negro Women. After moving to Henderson, NV, she remained active in education
as a consultant and supporter of youth programs. We honor her memory as an
educator extraordinaire.




A TRIBUTE TO OUR ANCE§TORSS

IN REMEMBRANCE

Charles "Chuck” Delano Alexander
July 16, 1935 - January 2, 2023

Charles “Chuck” Delano Alexander was born on July 16,1935 to Mr. David
Alexander and Mrs. Emma Adams Alexander in Vernon Texas. Chuck was the
youngest of five siblings. He was one of the most beloved and admired members
of the African American community in Silicon Valley.

Chuck was one of the founding members of the San Jose State University chapter
of Kappa Alpha Psi, Delta Rho chapter. During this time Chuck also founded the
Good Brothers House on 5th and St. John streets to make sure African American
students and athletes had housing during the late 50's.

Chuck was a photographer and historian capturing events such as the Good

Brothers House in the 1950's, sit-ins at the downtown San Jose Woolworths in the 1960's, the rise of San Jose
State’s Speed City and much more. He was one of the founding members of the African American Community
Services Agency and long-time member of the National Association for The Advancement of Colored People
(NAACP).

Sheilah Wright Lane
1947-2022

Sheilah touched many students and peers’ lives during her years as an educator. After
dedicating over 40 years to education at the elementary and middle school levels—most
of which were spent in the Alum Rock School District where she served as teacher, Vice
Principal and Principal. Sheilah retired in 2009 as Principal of Hellyer Elementary School in
the Franklin McKinley School District. Sheilah also performed work for the California State
Department of Education as a coach for low performing schools. Her years in education
were dedicated to serving the needs of children in the East Side of San Jose.




For the first time in our festival's history we will celebrate Juneteenth w

THE FAMU MARCHING 100
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SANTA CLARA COUNTY
ALLIANCE OF
BLACK EDUCATORS

Is an affiliate of

NABSE @ .

National Alliance of Black School Educators

Thank you to our 2023 Student Recognition Planning Committee,
nominators, volunteers, friends, and supporters, and most of all to our
387 talented and achieving 5th, 6th, 8th, and 12th grade students!

“If you stand tall, it is because
you stand on the backs of those
who came before you.”

Your contributions make programs like this possible.
You can donate at:

www.sccabe.org

The Santa Clara County Alliance of Black Educators
is a 501(c)3 organization.

Please be advised that participating in any event associated with the student recognition program may result in the use of names, images and/or
likenesses in printed and electronic material, including but not limited to publication on the world wide web social sites, press materials, advertising
and marketing materials. You hereby specifically release SCCABE and its agents from any and all claims arising from the use of names, images and/or

likenesses based on any of the uses stated above.

YOUR FUTURE IS NOW: LET US MOVE FORWARD TOGETHER!




